
The Night Shepherds Became 
Missionaries 

Luke 2:7-18 



I. That Night (v.8) 

A. The first announcement of Christ’s birth was 
at night. 

B. How fitting that Christ should be born at 
night! 



Matthew 4:14-16  

…that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Isaiah the prophet, saying:  

15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles:  

16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a 
great light, And upon those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death Light has 
dawned.”    



Romans 13:12-13  

The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 
Therefore let us cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armor of 
light.  

13Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in 
revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness 
and lust, not in strife and envy.  



Ephesians 6:12 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
the heavenly places.  



I. That Night                                                                                  

C. What did night meant to the shepherds?  

D. The angelic announcement of salvation and 
hope changed everything.   



II. The Light (v.9) 

A. Suddenly, the hillside was flooded with light. 

- The glory of the Lord shown round about 
them. 

- John 1:9-10, That (He) was the true Light 
which gives light to every man coming into 
the world.  

10  He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him, and the world did not know 
Him. 



II. The Light 

B. Light and the Lord. 

- “Let there be light” (Gen. 1:3), 

- Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation”  

- John 1:4, “In Him was life; and the life was the 
Light of men”  



1 John 1:5-7 

This is the message which we have heard from 
Him and declare to you, that God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all.  

6If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth.  

7But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 



II. The Light                                                                         

C. The One in the manger would later say,          
“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12) 

D. Christ came to call us out of darkness into 
His marvelous light!  



1 Peter 2:9 

But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; 



II. The Light                                                                             

E. Believers are going to heaven, where the 
Lamb is the Light. 

- Rev. 21:23, The city had no need of the sun or 
of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of 
God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 



III. Their Fright (vv. 9-11) 

A. “They were sore afraid” 

B. The light of God reveals His holiness and our 
sinfulness.  



Isaiah 6:1-8 
 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 
sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and 
the train of His robe filled the temple….  

3And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is 
full of His glory!”  

4And the posts of the door were shaken by the 
voice of him who cried out, and the house 
was filled with smoke.  



Isaiah 6:1-8  

5So I said: “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I 
am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes 
have seen the King, The Lord of hosts.”  

6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his 
hand a live coal which he had taken with the 
tongs from the altar.  

7And he touched my mouth with it, and said: 
“Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity 
is taken away, And your sin purged.”  

8Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom 
shall I send, And who will go for Us?” Then I 
said, “Here am I! Send me.” 



III. Their Fright                                                                                 

C. The angelic message took their fears away. 

- “Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy”  



Revelation 14:6-7  

Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach to those who dwell on the earth—to 
every nation, tribe, tongue, and people 

7saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give 
glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment 
has come; and worship Him who made 
heaven and earth, the sea and springs of 
water.”  



Faith in Christ takes our 
fears  

and our sins  

Away! 


